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records of ex-offenders than ever before through 

such websites as CriminalSearches.com and 

Dirtsearch.org. Nine out of 10 companies—both 

large and small—now use criminal background 

checks as part of their hiring process. An exam-

ination of jobs posted on Craigslist found sev-

eral hundred ads that contained statements that 

the company wouldn’t consider applicants with 

criminal records: for example, “Do not apply 

with any misdemeanors/felonies,” “You must 

not have any felony or misdemeanor convictions 

on your record. Period,” and “We are looking for 

people with . . . spotless background/criminal 

history” (Rodriguez & Emsellem, 2011).

In addition, being labeled as deviant may 

actually increase the probability that the behavior 

itself will stay the same or become worse (Archer, 

1985). A great many ex-convicts in the United 

States do return to prison. According to the U.S. 

Department of Justice, about 68% of ex-con-

victs released in 2005 were arrested for a new 

offense within three years, 45% were convicted 

again, and 22% ended up back in prison (see 

Exhibit 8.2). In fact, 16% of released prisoners  

are responsible for nearly half of all arrests that 

occur over a five-year period (Durose, Cooper, & 

Snyder, 2014).

Deviant labels are so powerful that a mere 

accusation of dangerous activity can taint a 

person’s character. In 2009, two Muslim immi-

grants from Morocco enlisted in the Army 

National Guard. They both successfully com-

pleted basic training, but just prior to leaving the 

base in South Carolina, they were questioned by 

military investigators who suspected them and 

three other Moroccan immigrants of plotting to 

poison fellow soldiers. They were placed under 

military arrest. For the next month and a half, 

the Army prevented them from calling their fam-

ilies without military personnel present, barred 

them from speaking to each other in Arabic, 

and required them to go to the mess hall and 

bathroom with an escort. It wasn’t until a year 

later that the Army concluded that the allega-

tions against them were completely unfounded. 

However, despite their innocence, the FBI kept 

its investigation open. As a result, the two men 

were unable to receive security clearances, 
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SOURCE: Durose et al., 2014, Tables 6 & 16.

Exhibit 8.2 Recidivism Rate of Prisoners Released in 2005


